petra kuppinger Muslim contexts, and the larger public sphere. These women participate in the concrete everyday making and remaking of communities, in the articulation of a rapidly growing German Muslim public sphere, and they participate and act as pious Muslimahs in the public sphere. They work to create a legitimate space for Muslims and Muslim concerns in different social settings and they mediate in difficult contexts between religious discourses and the pragmatic needs of everyday lives. These women work hard to create meaningful religious and social communities, to construct platforms for debates that are of relevance to them, to foster activities and engagements they deem important, to participate in larger public debates, and to speak up for the rights and needs of Germany's growing Muslim community. Moreover, they contribute to the construction of local Muslim identities, practices, and networks. By becoming social or religious leaders, public participants, and activists, women like Rahma take over responsibilities of running particular groups or activities, and also become religious, cultural, and social mediators and translators. They encourage and maintain debates in their groups about relevant subjects; attempt to address conflicting demands and concerns; try to formulate new positions, practices, and relationships; encourage participation in new spheres; and, finally, they situate themselves, their groups, and communities in the broader public sphere.
Analyzing the specific contexts of Rahma and two other women and their formal or informal leadership in Stuttgart, I argue that these women are central in the construction of not only Muslim communities, but also Muslim identities, practices, modes of living, and ways of civic participation in a European urban context. While these women's involvements and activities are often unrecognized, they constitute relevant forms of citizenship in a multicultural and multireligious society.
Becoming Part of the City
Like other European cities, Stuttgart has in the last decades witnessed the emergence of a rapidly growing Muslim population.
3 As the state
